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City of Waupun

201 E. Main Street
Waupun, W153963
Phone: 920-324-7900
Fax: 920-324-7939

“Wild Goose Center of Wisconsin™
Waupun Committee of the Whole
Minutes of Meeting
Monday, August 25, 2014

The Waupun Committee of the Whole met in regular session Monday, August 25, 2014 at 5:30 P.M. in the
City Hall Council Chambers with Mayor Kyle Clark presiding.

City Staff present are City Attorney Daniel VandeZande, City Clerk Angela Hull, Police Chief Dale Heeringa,
Fire Chief Jeff Berry, and Utility Manager Randy Posthuma. Also, in attendance is William DeMaa Jr.

Mayor Clark called the meeting to order at 5:30pm.

Members present on roll call are Mayor Kyle Clark, Alderman Julie Nickel, Alderman Mike Johnson,
Alderman Nancy Vanderkin, Alderman Ryan Mielke, and Alderman Pete Kaczmarski. Members absent and
excused are Alderman Steve Bastian.

Kathy Navis, President of the Police and Fire Commission, introduced William ]. DeMaa Jr. as the newly
hired Fire Chief effective today. The Oath of Office was administered to Chief DeMaa by City Clerk Hull.

At the August 12, 2014 Common Council meeting, Bob Patrouille of the Waupun American Legion
requested a donation from the City due to the expenses incurred from the Senior Legion Team advancing to
the State Championship held in South Dakota. At that time, the final invoices had not been received and the
Council asked Patrouille to return to the Committee of the Whole with the full amount outstanding for
donation consideration. Mayor Clark made unsuccessful attempts to contact Patrouille prior to this meeting
to obtain the information. This item is tabled for a future meeting in order to obtain information and if
funds continue to be requested.

Utility Manager Posthuma provides an ordinance to amend chapter 12 entitled Public Utilities. Posthuma
explains the reasoning for the creation of the original ordinance was to provide protection for the City wells
and to assure private wells are abandoned appropriately. Posthuma provided a map which indicates
current private wells and Utility wells throughout the City, along with a 1200 ft. radius around those wells
which is called the DNR required 1200 ft. radius for Well Head Protection. All current private wells are
used for non- potable (non-drinking) water and connected to the City water except for one well at 910
Beaver Dam Street. The ordinance that is currently in place affects the owner of 910 Beaver Dam Street. He
is currently considering selling his property. In doing so he must upgrade his current well to meet the new
DNR Well Codes and our current ordinance does not allow new City wells. The owner made contact with
MSA Professional Services to provide a cost estimate for him to extend sewer and water to his property.
MSA provided an estimate of $274,368. Posthuma indicated that home owner would act as his own
developer for a water/sewer extension and could recover some of this cost if new customers/developers
connected to the sanitary sewer and water extension. Posthuma states that the proposed ordinance revises
Chapter 12 to give the Utility Commission more discretion on new wells if an owner can show adverse
economic impact.

If this ordinance is passed, the Utility Commission would have stipulations that they would place on this
property, as was made in motion at the last Utility Commission meeting. Motion was made, contingent
upon passage of the amended ordinance, to require the owner sign a written agreement that the owner will



use authorized well for no other purpose other than for residential water source. At the owner expense, he
will connect to municipal water/sewer system and properly abandoned any existing private well and
sanitary sewer system at such time as the Utility determines that the connection is cost feasible.
Kaczmarski feels this revision could potentially affect the State water tower, the City for future litigation,
and possibly more requests in the future. Attorney VandeZande comments that the current ordinance
already gives the Utility Commission the authority to approve private wells with in the City but it is limited
to industrial users with a high water need. May be an issue with geo-thermal heating systems when putting
in a private well, however, Posthuma comments the Utility, in the past 10 years, has refused geo-thermal
wells that have been requested for the well head protection reason.

Motion Johnson, second Mielke to recommend to the Common Council to adopt the ordinance to amend
Chapter 12 Entitled Public Utilities. Repeal Ch. 12.11(3) entitled “Well Head Protection Ordinance-
Permitting of New Wells with in Municipal Boundaries” and recreate 12.03(4) entitled “Private Well
Abandonment- New Wells”. Motion carried 4-1 on roll call with Kaczmarski voting nay.

Posthuma provided a resolution to Authorize Sale of Transmission Assets to the American Transmission
Company LLC (ATC LLC). Wisconsin Act 9 created in 1999 encouraged Utilities to transfer ownership and
control of transmission assets to ATC. ATC was formed to eliminate multiple overlapping rates between
transmission systems and create a more reliable transmission system. Until this point, each Utility owned
its own distribution system and transmission assets. As Waupun Utility through its WPPI purchase
agreements purchased power from across the states, other utilities owning transmission assets could stack
on their charges as the electricity was moved from the transmission system to our distribution system.
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin determined equitable charges needed to be established for all
Utilities, and ATC was developed. Posthuma indicated that Waupun Utilities are not selling any distribution
assets. The transmission system in question is the high voltage wires of 69,000 volts and higher that
connect generation to utility substation. Selling of the transmission assets would aid in avoiding
replacement costs estimated at $3.75 million (due to age of the current infrastructure, 15 years or less the
infrastructure will need to be replaced), no maintenance (large poles that are too large for our current
equipment and require a crane), and the current value of $165,000 will offset the new meter installation
expense that incurred. Posthuma noted that the major factor in recommending this sale is to avoid future
$3.75 million replacement cost liability which in turn, would need to be recovered in electric rates.

Motion Kaczmarski, second Nickel to recommend to the Common Council to adopt the resolution to
Authorize Sale of Transmission Assets to the American Transmission Company LLC. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Nickel, second Vanderkin to authorize the City Clerk to make payment of expenses. Motion carried
5-0 on roll call.

Motion Vanderkin, second Nickel to approve the Operator Licenses to Donald Lewis, Matthew Laper, and
Allison Kopesky and the Temporary Class B license to the Waupun Hockey Association for the Rock’n the
Rink event on September 20, 2014 at the Waupun Community Center as recommended by Police Chief
Heeringa. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Vanderkin, second Mielke to adjourn in closed session under Section 19.85 (1) (c) (e) of the
Wisconsin Statutes for reasons of personnel and possible development. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Vanderkin, second Nickel to reconvene in open session under Section 19.85(2) of the Wisconsin
Statutes. Motion carried 5-0.

No action from closed session.

Motion Vanderkin, second Mielke duly carried the Committee adjourned at 7:17pm.

Angela J. Hull, City Clerk



