
Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the 
Waupun Utilities Commission 

Monday, April 14, 2014 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Buchholz at 4:00 p.m.  
 
Commissioners Buchholz, Heeringa, Homan, Johnson, Kaczmarski, Mielke and Thurmer were 
present.   
 
On motion by Thurmer, seconded by Homan and unanimously carried, minutes of the March 10, 
2014, Regular Meeting were approved as presented.   
 
On motion by Johnson, seconded by Heeringa and unanimously carried, bills for March 2014 were 
approved as presented. 
 
Business/Finance Manager Oosterhouse presented February 2014 financial results.  Electric operating 
income was $128,100 or $40,600 above budget on lower purchased power, distribution, and customer 
account expenses. Water operating income was $89,600 or $29,000 below budget on lower operating 
revenues and higher system maintenance expenses due to the severe cold weather. Sewer operating 
income was $54,300 or $37,400 above budget on lower maintenance and administrative and general 
expense.  On motion by Heeringa, seconded by Kaczmarski and unanimously carried, the February 
2014 financial report was approved as presented. 
 
Posthuma presented an electric crew update and general utility information. The electric crew was 
able to complete tree trimming during March and early April. They are moving into construction 
season; intended projects include service to the aquatic facility, service to motel being constructed, 
and street lighting on Washington Avenue.  In addition, they will begin a voltage conversion on the 
west side of the city.  
 
Electric crew received a threat of violence from a customer while tree trimming.  Crew was removed 
and police were able to contain the situation. A training session was provided by the police 
department to crew and office staff which covered tips to de-escalate a situation and keep everyone 
safe.  With the winter moratorium ending, staff is entering the time of year when electric service can 
be disconnected due to non-payment, which can lead to volatile situations. 
 
Commissioners were provided with reports including a summary of legislative issues, a WPPI Energy 
member information and dividend report, and the second quarter communications plan.   
 
W&S Maint/Treatment Supervisor Schramm reported on the Consumer Confidence Report (CCR), 
which is a required annual water quality report. Once again, we have no violations for the past year.  
Water bleeders were shut off beginning April 7. We are entering each residence with a bleeder 
installed and putting a seal on the bleeder until needed next winter. This will prevent unauthorized 
water use and keep the bleeder line isolated.  Heavy rainfall over the past weekend caused the river to 
exceed flood stage.  The wastewater treatment plant handled the high flow and volume well. 
 
On motion by Thurmer, seconded by Kaczmarski Bill Buchholz was nominated as Commission 
President.  On motion by Homan, seconded by Johnson, it was moved to close nomination for 
president.  Both motions carried unanimously, with Bill Buchholz elected to position of Commission 
President. 
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Aaron Worthman and Jeff Stanek from Baker Tilly presented the 2013 Waupun Utilities audit report.  
The audit objective was to provide reasonable assurance that Waupun Utilities’ financial statements 
are free from material misstatement.  We received an unqualified opinion, which is the highest level 
of assurance that can be placed on financial statements.    
 
Discussion was held regarding a letter of intent for Waupun Utilities to continue toward the goal of 
American Transmission Company LLC (ATC) purchasing the 69kV transmission assets from 
Waupun Utilities. The letter was reviewed by our city attorney and deemed to be a reasonable 
representation of our intent to move forward with necessary steps to complete the sale. Motion by 
Thurmer, seconded by Homan and unanimously carried, authorizing Manager Posthuma to sign and 
forward on the letter of intent for ATC purchase of Waupun Utilities’ 69kV transmission assets.  
 
On motion by Thurmer, seconded by Johnson and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned at 
5:10 p.m.   
 
Next regular commission meeting scheduled for May 12, 2014. 
 
 
Nancy Oosterhouse 
Mapping/Admin Coordinator 
 


